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Stress and ill-health in
pregnancy; lower likelihood
of accessing prenatal
health care
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Healthy development;
good nutrition; secure
attachment; positive
family relationships
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Early Childhood

Poorer development;
adverse childhood
experiences; disrupted family
relationships; poor
housing conditions;
community poverty

This infographic presents the experiences of two children: one comes from a
socio-economically disadvantaged family and the other from a more affluent family.

By the end of secondary school, the attainment of disadvantaged pupils is 1.5 years behind that of
their non-disadvantaged peers. Throughout the stages of childhood, negative and positive factors act
to mediate the relationship between socio-economic position and educational attainment. These
factors can accumulate over time to weigh down the attainment of a disadvantaged child and
increase the likelihood that they will fall further behind a more affluent child.
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Pre-school period

Weak home learning
environment; less likely
to access quality EY
provision; lower
school readiness

Benefit from a selective
education system; private
tuition; higher quality
teaching
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Primary School

Less experienced teachers;
higher mobility; stereotype
threat; lower role
model visibility




