ESH%QTION Ed ucation in E ng Ia nd: What is the disadvantage gap?

It measures the number of months of academic progress disadvantaged
INSTITUTE children are behind their non-disadvantaged peers.

Pupil attainment is rising,

The size of the disadvantage gap in 2017/

but, disadvantaged
children are still behind at

every stage What do we mean by disadvantaged? What do we mean by persistently disadvantaged?
Pupils eligible for free school meals at any point in the previous six years Pupils eligible for free school meals at least 80 per cent of their time in school
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What has happened to the disadvantage gap in recent years? Has the secondary gap really closed sharply in 20177
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On current trends, it will take over 100 years to close the gap

13% pOints Increased share of pupils entering English Literature GCSE in 2017

in English and maths

In GCSE maths and English, the rate of closure for the disadvantage gap is slowing down. . . .
Based on the latest five-year trend, the gap will close in 2155. There are big attainment gaps for pupils from
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Pupils arriving late in secondary with

English as an Additional Language are

over a year
behind

Smallest 25% gap

The disadvantage gap at secondary relative
to non-disadvantaged pupils nationally

Lower-mid 25% gap

Upper-mid 25% gap 20.5t022.0

Largest 25% gap 22110 27.2
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Secondary gap (months)
Disadvantaged pupils in Kent, Derby, Blackpool, Northumberland and

Isle of Wight are over 25 months behind their peers by the end of
secondary...
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... whereas in Kensington and Chelsea, Westminster, Tower Hamlets
and Redbridge the gap is under 5 months

... and children with special educational needs &

disabilities are particularly vulnerable
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